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The legacy of military spouses began when colonial Americans were fight-
ing for independence. Martha Washington boosted the morale of her hus-
band’s troops by visiting battlefields and tending to the wounded. Since
then, members of our Armed Forces have served our Nation accompanied
by the steadfast love and support of their spouses and families.

While our men and women in uniform are protecting our country’s found-
ing ideals of liberty, democracy, and justice, their spouses live with uncom-
mon challenges, endure sleepless nights, and spend long periods raising
children alone. Many military spouses are also committed volunteers, serv-
ing other military families and local communities. Our Nation benefits from
the sacrifices of our military families, and we are inspired by their courage,
strength, and leadership.

On Military Spouse Day and throughout the year, we honor the commit-
ment spouses have made to freedom’s cause. To learn about ways to sup-
port our troops and their spouses and families, I encourage all Americans
to visit www.americasupportsyou.mil.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 9, 2008, as Military
Spouse Day. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities and by expressing their grati-
tude to the husbands and wives of those serving in the United States
Armed Forces.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-second.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8253 of May 8, 2008
Mother’s Day, 2008

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

On Mother’s Day, we honor the grace, wisdom, and strength of our moth-
ers, and we celebrate the special bonds shared between mothers and their

children.

Mothers work tirelessly to help their children build healthy and successful
lives. Through their positive examples and countless acts of kindness,
mothers teach the values of generosity and compassion and the importance
of family and community. As President Ronald Reagan said, ‘“From our
mothers, we first learn about values and caring and the difference between
right and wrong.” By providing a nurturing environment where their chil-
dren can grow in confidence and character, mothers lay the foundation for
the next generation of Americans to realize their full potential.

Our Nation is grateful for the sacrifices mothers make every day and for
the unconditional love they give their children. We are especially thankful
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for the mothers who support their sons and daughters serving in our
Armed Forces and for the mothers who bring honor to the uniform of the
United States by defending our freedom at home and abroad.

Every child blessed with a mother’s love has been given one of life’s great
gifts. On this Mother’s Day, we recognize the extraordinary contributions
America’s mothers make to their children, their families, and our country.

To honor mothers, the Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 8,
1914, as amended (38 Stat. 770), has designated the second Sunday in May
each year as “Mother’s Day” and has requested the President to call for its
appropriate observance. May God bless mothers across America on this
special day and throughout the year.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim May 11, 2008, as Mother’s Day. I encourage
all Americans to show their gratitude and love to mothers for making a dif-
ference in the lives of their children, families, and communities. I call
upon citizens to observe this day with appropriate programs, ceremonies,
and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of
May, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-second.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 8254 of May 9, 2008

National Defense Transportation Day and National
Transportation Week, 2008

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America’s transportation system strengthens our national security and
keeps our country moving. On National Defense Transportation Day and
during National Transportation Week, we thank the men and women of the
transportation industry for their efforts to ensure that our Nation’s infra-
structure operates effectively and efficiently.

Innovation, investment, and imagination have enabled new modes of trans-
portation to revolutionize the world. Today, businesses can deliver goods
and services faster than ever, first responders can quickly bring hope and
healing to those in need, and people can visit loved ones across the coun-
try or around the globe. The Armed Forces utilize modern transportation
to deploy troops, move supplies, and bring our heroes home from the front
lines. We are grateful for the hard work of all transportation professionals.

My Administration supports the continued creation of safer, more secure,
and more reliable roadways, bridges, airports, seaports, and mass transit
systems. We are addressing the challenges facing our transportation system
today, helping lay the groundwork for future demands, and giving State
and local authorities the flexibility to solve transportation problems in their
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